Thursday, April 17, 2003
Deuteronomy 11:1 - 12:32

Moses taught the people that the promised land (God’s wonderful gift to them) was a dangerous place. They had to be careful to obey God’s commands and to worship Him only as He instructed. If they failed in these commands, they would not keep the land and they would also anger God. If they failed to rely on Him and turned to their own discernment and power, their blessing would crumble and fall. We often think of God’s blessings to us, but do we consider the dangers involved, even in the gifts that we receive from Him?


Through His Son, God has redeemed us from sin and brought us into His presence, yet we still fail at times to keep our lives focused on Him and His will for us. Satan does not give up on us just because we are Christians. He still throws temptations in our path. He can even use God’s gifts to try to cause us to choose sin over our love of God. Satan wants us to ignore God and begin to run our lives without keeping our focus on Jesus. When he succeeds, our blessings turn to dust and tears. 


What are some examples of this pattern? One example might be the Christian whom God blesses with a high position in a company. This person has an opportunity to demonstrate the love of Jesus by his actions and his treatment of people. But what if this Christian decides to run his business life by the old “every man for himself” theory and climbs the corporate ladder through deceit and half-truth? Or, what about the Christian husband whom God has blessed with a wonderful wife and children but who decides that a “fling” with another woman would be a fun thing to do? 

Temptations surround us, even in the midst of God’s blessings. He is our Master and our Father. He loves us beyond human understanding and He forgives us our sins through the blood of His Son, but if we choose to run from Him, He will let us make that choice. That’s why it’s important to always keep Him at the center of our visions of happiness and life.
